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Ballarat White Ribbon Day Committee 
Newsletter  

September 2009 
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Hi Ambassadors, 
 
We are quickly approaching November and the committee is extremely excited about what is planned for 
White Ribbon Day 2009.  
 
The official launch of White Ribbon Day will be on Wednesday 25th November. This years event will be 
held at Alfred Deakin Place in Camp Street from 5.30pm. Make sure you put the time and date in your 
diary! This year the launch will be a more informal outdoor event. However, we have also secured the 
Mining Exchange as a back up indoor venue in case the weather is very bad. 
 
¢ƘŜƛǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǿŜŜǘ aƻƴŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ Everyone is welcome to 
bring along chairs, picnic rugs and baskets, non-alcoholic drinks and snacks. The BWRDC committee will 
also provide a free BBQ. Night will include guest speakers, induction of 2009 ambassadors and the launch 
of the Ballarat White Ribbon Day website.  
 
¢ƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ .ŀƭƭŀǊŀǘΩǎ ²ƘƛǘŜ wƛōōƻƴ 5ŀȅ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ 
and the local communities involvement.  It will also be a fantastic opportunity to celebrate the success 
that we have had locally in raising awareness about violence against women.  The launch provides a 
chance to publicly acknowledge and applaud the men who have the courage to stand up and speak out 
about violence against women. Come along and support this important White Ribbon Day event! 
 
Some more exciting news is that on Thursday 24 September members from the BWRDC  and 
organisations involved meet with Catherine King MP for Ballarat and the Hon Tanya Plibersek MP who is 
the Federal Minister for the Status of Women.  
 
It was a great opportunity to talk about the BWRDC  
and what has been achieve in Ballarat over the last 
five years and plans for the future. There was also 
discussion about how the current government is 
addressing the issue of family violence.  
 
To see the article go to: http://www.thecourier.com.au/

news/local/news/general/ballarat -provides-positive-male-

role-models/1632871.aspx 

 
Until next month 
Cheers 

BWRDC welcomes a new  
committee member  

We would like to take the opportunity to  
welcome Sally Carmody from WRISC to the 
BWRDC.  Sally brings a great range of skills and 
knowledge to the committee and we look  
forward to working with her on the 2009  
campaign and  beyond. 

Education Session Cancelled 
Due to the high number of ambassadors unavailable 
for the information session to be held on Tuesday 6th 
October, we have decided to postpone the session 
until later in the month.  A flyer will be circulated in 
the next week or so.  BWRDC members are available 
to meet with you if you are unable to make the next 
session. 

http://www.thecourier.com.au/news/local/news/general/ballarat-provides-positive-male-role-models/1632871.aspx
http://www.thecourier.com.au/news/local/news/general/ballarat-provides-positive-male-role-models/1632871.aspx
http://www.thecourier.com.au/news/local/news/general/ballarat-provides-positive-male-role-models/1632871.aspx


 

 2 

/ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ {ǇŜŜŎƘ ƛƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ 
Federal Member for Ballarat, Catherine King, raised the great work of the Ballarat White Ribbon Day 
Committee in Parliament House on 8 September 2009. 
 
Catherine stated that άƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦǊƻƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ .ŀƭƭŀǊŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ 
stop violence against women. The Ballarat White Ribbon Day Committee was established in 2004 to  
create a local force campaigning to eliminate violence against women.  The number of Ballarat White 
wƛōōƻƴ 5ŀȅ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ƛǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΣ ǿƛǘƘ пл ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƻŦ млл ǎŜǘ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 
 
Catherine went on to say that άǘƘŜ .ŀƭƭŀǊŀǘ ²ƘƛǘŜ wƛōōƻƴ 5ŀȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
programs, such as the introduction of a young ambassadors program in 2008 involving Ballarat High 
{ŎƘƻƻƭΣ 5ŀȅƭŜǎŦƻǊŘ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ  
students campaigning on this very important issue, with 2009 looking equally successful. Primary schools 
across the electorate have also been getting involved in a postcards project where young students  
produce postcards with personal drawings about the importance of positive family relationships.  
Lǘ ƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΦέ 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ /ƘǊƛǎ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊ ƻƴ όлоύ рооу умно ƻǊ 
chris.carpenter@aph.gov.au. 
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If you would like more information about anything contained in this newsletter please 
contact Nikki Greenway nikki@whg.org.au or 5322 4100 

Ballarat Football League  - By Rod Ward 
 I signed up to be a Ballarat White Ribbon Day Ambassador in  
November, and as the CEO of the Ballarat Football & Netball League, 
the Lexton Plains Football League & Netball Association  
and the Maryborough Castlemaine District Football & Netball League, 

 I saw an opportunity to use my role in these organisations to raise awareness of the 
White Ribbon Day and help spread the importance of the message it promotes. 
 

Through the various football & netball leagues I manage we have 9,500 registered participants, and have 
over 450,000 people attend our fixtures annually. The various Boards of these leagues agreed to support 
WRD by running articles in their Footy Records every week to promote awareness of the White  
Ribbon Day, and the message we are trying to spread - which is to stamp out violence against women.  
In 2009 we will have produced over 100,000 weekly "Footy Records" which run different articles to raise 
awareness and to spread different but equally important messages that violence against women (and 
domestic violence in general) must cease. 
 

We see the opportunity to use the popularity of footy and netball,  
and the powerful influence it has over young men as a great  
opportunity to open people's eyes to this problem and to promote  
an education/awareness program that may have long lasting benefits.  
 

The Ballarat FNL partnership with the Ballarat White Ribbon Day  
Committee is a great initiative and we are proud to support all  
efforts to reduce violence against women. 
 

Rod Ward was inducted as a White Ribbon Ambassador in 2008  
by the Ballarat White Ribbon Day Committee  

Photo courtesy of The Courier Ballarat 

mailto:chris.carpenter@aph.gov.au
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Ballarat Young Ambassador  

Program By Jenny Jones ς School Focused Youth Service Co-ordinator CAFS 
 

WOW! ¢ƘŜ 5ŀȅƭŜǎŦƻǊŘ ¸!Ωǎ ϧ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭƭŀǊŀǘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¸!Ωǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²w5 ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƛƴ 
their schools with a passion. The Daylesford boys have already had their picture in the local paper, The  
Advocate, with a great write-up about WRD and are planning to hold a White  
Ribbon Day Basketball match. They are booked in to do a day of Peer Skills Training with  
myself on the 13th October prior to matching up as Mentors with the Yr 6 boys from  
Daylesford Primary School. Once matched up with the Yr 6 boys, they will each be responsible for  
ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ о ōƻȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǘƻ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ¸!Ωǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ  
regular Mentoring sessions with the boys to discuss responsible behaviours and respectful relationships 
at school, as well as being available to talk to the boys regarding any bullying issues that they may be  
experiencing. The Yr 6 boys will also be encouraged to get involved with any WRD activities at Daylesford 
Secondary College. 
 

.ŀƭƭŀǊŀǘ I{ ¸!Ωǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ /ŀōŀǊŜǘ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘΦ bƛƪƪƛ ϧ L ǿŜƴǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ 
watch and support the boys. The whole band, singers and crew were wearing White Ribbons! It looked 
totally amazing!  
 

Well done to both schools. You are all truly great Ambassadors and I hope you will continue to uphold 
ǘƘŜ ²w5 ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ΨōǊƛŜŦΩ ǘƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ  
respectful relationships through mentoring and role modelling with your peers, family and community. 
 

To see the  newspaper article Ψ5ŀȅƭŜǎŦƻǊŘ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŜƴΩ 
that appeared in The Advocate on the 9 September click on the following link: 
http://www.hepburnadvocate.com.au/news/local/news/news-features/daylesford-secondary-college-
students-take-a-stand-against-violence-to-women/1617771.aspx 
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White Ribbon Day  

Wednesday 25th November  

Community Picnic  

 
Alfred Deakin Place,  

Camp Street 
5.30-7.30pm 

 
9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǿŜŜǘ aƻƴŀΩǎ 
and activities for children.  
Everyone is welcome to bring along 
chairs, picnic rug and basket,  
non-alcoholic drinks and snacks.  
The BWRDC committee will also  
provide a BBQ. 
Night will include guest speakers,  
induction of 2009 ambassadors and 
the launch of the Ballarat White  
Ribbon Day website.  

If you would like more information about anything contained in this newsletter please 
contact Nikki Greenway nikki@whg.org.au or 5322 4100 

My Oath Campaign 

Check out the 2009 campaign by the White Ribbon 
Foundation of Australia http://www.myoath.com.au/ 
 

¢ƘŜ Ψaȅ ƻŀǘƘΩ campaign was launched at the 4th Annual 
White Tie Gala Dinner in Sydney on 10 Sept and is  
asking all men to swear never to commit, excuse, or stay 
silent about violence against women.  
 

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd called on all men to take  
action to end violence against Women, "Every man, in 
every walk of life, all of the 10 million males in Australia, 
should swear on November 25,"  
 

We encourage all ambassadors to go online and SWEAR. 

Purchasing ribbons 
and bands for 2009 

There are a small amount of rib-
bons left over from the 2008 campaign and they can be 
purchased for $2 each. If you are interested please  
contact Graham Hoad at CAFS GHoad@cafs.org.au 
 

Or alternatively ribbons and bands can be  
purchased directly from the White Ribbon Day website 
www.whiteribbonday.org.au 


