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Update from the Ballarat White Ribbon Day Committee 

Ballarat White Ribbon Day  
Newsletter  

1st Edition July 2009 
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Hi Ambassadors, 
 

Welcome to 2009!! We would first like to thank everyone who was involved in the 2008 White Ribbon 
Day campaign. It was a huge success and we hope that 2009 will be bigger and better. Planning has been 
underway for the 2009 campaign for the last few months and we are already on the countdown to  
25 November. This years planning has been based on the recommendations from the 2009 Report and 
also the ambassador evaluations. So thank you  all ambassadors who completed and returned their 
evaluations as your feedback provides great direction for the committee. 
 

2009saw a change in committee members. I would like to welcome the new members and also say thank 
you and goodbye to Ashley Heenan from City of Ballarat and also Sue Clout from Victorian Police. Ashley 
has changed roles within the council and Sue is overseas doing volunteer work in Nepal. Best of luck to 
both of you. 
 

This year the committee has decided to put all information and updates into a newsletter that we hope to 
send out every few months. The newsletter aims to keep ambassadors updated throughout the year and 
let you know what the committee is planning and any other events that might be of interest. 
 

An exciting project for the committee in 2009 is the development of a Ballarat White Ribbon Day website. 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DŀǾƛƴ bŀǎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ŀƭƭŀǊŀǘΦ DŀǾƛƴΩǎ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ 
students will design and develop a website that will include: 

History of WRD 
About the Ballarat campaign  
Youth and Senior Ambassadors 
News and upcoming events 
Publications including previous reports and newsletters 
Information about family violence 
Information and contacts for local and state-wide family violence services 

 

²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ 
listed on the website please contact Nikki Greenway nikki@whg.org.au 
 

The committee is again working very closely with Ballarat High School and Daylesford High to implement 
the youth ambassadors program. Ballarat Highs 2008 youth ambassadors have already inducted the 2009 
ambassadors during a whole school assembly a few weeks ago. Many other projects are underway 
including the nomination and selection of the 2009 senior ambassadors and planning of the official launch 
of White Ribbon Day on 25 November. 
 

If you would like to contact the committee, provide feedback,  
tell us about projects you are doing or to find out any more 
information about  articles in the newsletter please contact 
bƛƪƪƛ DǊŜŜƴǿŀȅ ŀǘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ DǊŀƳǇƛŀƴǎ ƻƴ ронн пмлл ƻǊ 
nikki@whg.org.au 
 
 
 
 

Ballarat High School Principal and 2008 ambassador  
Peter Dredge with the 2008 and 2009 Youth Ambassadors 
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Rod Ward and the Ballarat Football League 

Rod Ward is CEO of the Ballarat Football League and a 2008 White Ribbon Day Ambassador. As an  

ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ wƻŘΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǇǊƻŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ²ƘƛǘŜ wƛōōƻƴ 5ŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ   

football leagues. Rod contacted the committee in early 2009 about putting  information in the footy  

records. The committee put together a range of articles with information about family violence, local  

services and White Ribbon Day. Each week during 2009 a different article is being published in the footy 

record. There are over 1000 copies published for Ballarat Football league, 600 copies in the Lexton Plains 

Football and Netball Association and 600 in the Maryborough/Castlemaine District Football Netball 

League. This is a fantastic way to spread the message about White Ribbon Day and Elimination of  

violence against women. So next time your at the local footy pick up a footy record!! And if you would 

like any information about White Ribbon or family violence to use in your work place or newsletters 

please contact the committee. 
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Sleepy Leaf recording session 
For those who were at the launch last year 
you will remember the fantastic music duo 
Sleepy LeafτClare and Steven from Ballarat 
High School . Sleepy Leaf wrote  a song  
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ WƻƘƴƴȅΩΦ ¢ƘŜ 
committee was keen to record their song. and 
this became possible through the support of 
one of our ambassadors John Fitzgibbon at 
Power FM. The duo recorded the song at 
Power Fm studio on the 13th July 2009. So  a 
big thanks to Power Fm, John and also  
production manager Rob for his time.  
Hopefully we will see Sleepy Leaf again at the 
2009 Launch! 

 
 

OPPORTUNITY TO BECOME A MENTOR 
 

The introduction of youth ambassadors in the 2008  
campaign was extremely successful and Ballarat High 
School and Daylesford High are continuing the program 
in 2009. 
 

The youth ambassadors are extremely proactive and 
many have expressed interest in being part of a mentor  
program with senior ambassadors. 
 

If any senior ambassadors are  
interested in being a  
mentor please RSVP to Jenny Jones  
jjones@cafs.org.au 
 5337 3369  

KEEP THIS DATE FREE  
25 November 2009 
 

2009 WHITE RIBBON DAY LAUNCH 
The launch will again be held on the 25 
November.  Planning is underway and 
this year will see something different but 
just as exciting, entertaining and even 
bigger than the 2008 launch. 
More details will be given closer to the 
event but keep this date free in the  
diary!!  

If you would like more information about anything contained in this newsletter 
please contact Nikki Greenway nikki@whg.org.au or 5322 4100 
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Ballarat East Dinner 
East Point Football and Netball Club have been in  
contact with the Ballarat White Ribbon Day  
committee and are keen to have White Ribbon as 
the theme for their last Presidential Luncheon. They 
are planning to have 50 guest with five tables of ten 
and would like to invite five White Ribbon Day 
ambassadors to attend the event with an  
ambassador to sit at each  
table. If any ambassadors are  
interested in attending please 
contact me ASAP! Also there 
is no cost for ambassadors to  
attend. 
 

Presidential Luncheon 
Saturday 22 August 
12.30pm-2.30pm 
East Point Football and  
Netball Club Social Rooms 
Ebden Street Entrance  
Eastern Oval 

The White Ribbon Day Committee  
The Ballarat community is committed to the prevention of  

violence against women. This saw the inception of the Ballarat 

White Ribbon Day Committee (BWRDC) in 2004. The BWRDC is 

made up of a range of workers from the Central Highlands region. 

At the end of 2008 we invited both ambassadors and community 

members to become part of the committee. In 2009 we welcomed 

4 new members: 

Bob Maika -CAFS and White Ribbon Day ambassador  

Graham Hoad - CAFS 

Chris Carpenter - Office of Catherine King - Federal MP 

Warrick Davison - Uniting Care 

 

2009 BWRDC: 

Chairperson - Michael Brandenburg - CAFS  

Treasurer - Graham Hoad - CAFS 

Secretary - Bridget Allen - WRISC   

       - Nikki Greenway - WHG   

   

Members:  

Belinda Coates - CASA 

Jenny Jones - SFYS 

Hannah Code - student 

Jeannine Le Vaillant - CAFS 

Gillian Canavan - ZONTA  

Chris Carpenter - Office of Catherine King  

Warrick Davison - Uniting Care 

Bob Maika - CAFS 

KEEP THIS DATE FREE  
15 September 2009 
 

EDUCATION SESSION 
 

The BWRDC will again be running an 
education session for new and  
existing ambassadors. 
 

The session will cover: 
What White Ribbon is 
The role of ambassadors 
The different types of  

 violence 
 

The session will also include the 
launch of the Ballarat White Ribbon 
website. Catering will be provided. 
This session also provides a great 
opportunity for existing, new and 
youth ambassadors to meet and 
share ideas. 
 

Date: Tuesday 15  September 
Time: 5.30-7.30pm 
Place - CAFS 2nd Floor  
Conference room 
 

Formal invitations will be sent out 
closer to the event date. 

If you would like more information about anything contained in this newsletter 
please contact Nikki Greenway nikki@whg.org.au or 5322 4100 
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Purchasing ribbons and 
bands for 2009 

There are a small amount of ribbons left over 
from the 2008 campaign and they can be  
purchased for $2 each. If you are interested 
please contact Graham Hoad at CAFS 
GHoad@cafs.org.au 
 
Or alternatively ribbons and bands can be  
purchased directly from the White Ribbon Day 
website www.whiteribbonday.org.au 


